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Join the CSLN for our May network meeting. This meeting will focus on collaborative events. There
is a lot of passion and energy around collaboration in our network, and our current social and
political reality is spurring much desire to act. If you have an idea for a collaborative event, please
contact accelerate77@gmail.com to share we can prepare for the meeting.

4:30-4:45 - CASL Tour
4:45-5:00 - Working Group Updates
5:00-5:20 - Collaborative Event Guidelines and Review of Previous CSLN Events
5:20-6:20 - Breakout Conversations about Collaborative Events
6:20-6:30 - Announcements

CSLN Collaborative Opportunities

One goal of the CSLN is to bring together grassroots leaders to collaborate, and a key way members
have collaborated so far has been though co-hosting collaborative CSLN activities. Examples of
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these activities include the Is it Just Space? series (read about them here).

The guidelines for hosting collaborative CSLN activities are outlined in this document which was
created by a CSLN working group in 2014. Specifically, a CSLN activity:

 
Current requests for collaboration are listed below. If you are:

interested in partnering with one of these initiatives, contact the CSLN member listed
below.
looking for partnerships for a collaborative event, contact accelerate77@gmail.com to
discuss!
interested in joining the Cross-Sector Collaboration working group that is currently
revisiting the messaging and infrastructure to support collaborative events, contact
ssainsbury@ica-usa.org.

It's Time to Connect the
Drops: Water Talk
Every 3rd Thursday, May-Oct
 
Local & global water ecology and
justice in the face of cl imate change
means many things to many people.
Whether your community has faced
repeat flooding from rain events or
you're simply someone who wants to
understand all  the issues, it's time
that we come together toconnect the
dots on water! 

This meet up is an informal monthly
meet up to collectively learn, grow
and share knowledge around water.
If you would like to partner on this
series, contact Toni
at toni.anderson@sacredkeepers.org.

Out and About
Uptown's Coast Series
The Institute of Cultural
Affairs and the Uptown
Coastal Initiative are
organizing an
environmental education
series, Out and About
Uptown's Coast. 

Highlighting local
expertise  for attendees to
learn about and explore
the area together, each
session's lens wil l  target
different subjects,
including urban ecology,
mental health, transit,
rides to transform
communities, urban
agriculture, eco-justice,
underutil ized community
spaces, historic
preservation, and green
infrastructure.
If you would like to partner

Home Sharing Mixers with
New Community Vision
New Community Vision's mission is
to partner with community groups to
organize opportunities to gather
socially and discuss home sharing.
Over time, the goal is to connect
people who share common home
sharing needs through building
relationships and using Self-
Maintained Profiles for
Homesharing.
 
NCV is eager to partner with the
Chicago Sustainabil ity Leadership
Network and to identify communities
that may be interested in testing this
program. If you would like to partner
to host a housing mixer in your
community, contact Terry
 at terry@newcommunityvision.coop.
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on any of the sessions,
contact Melanie
at coastalinitiative@ica-
usa.org.

Recapping Earth Week CSLN Events

At our February Chicago Sustainability Leaders Network (CSLN) meeting, members
asked to hear more about other members' events. Earth Week sparks many local events
that engage community members around taking sustainability action. Read below for
recaps from CSLN member Earth Day events!

Friends of the Parks' 28th Annual Earth Day Parks and Preserves Clean-Up: Love Your
Mother Earth was a remarkable success thanks to the many organizations and
individuals who dedicated their time and support to the event.
 
Among some of the amazing Earth Day
achievements and highlights:

There were 110 clean-ups in
Chicago Parks (on Earth Day) and 25
clean-ups in Forest Preserves
(throughout April) - 135 volunteer
clean-ups!
Based on pre-event registration and sign-in sheets, there were at least 5000
volunteers working to clean and beautify parks throughout the City, just as part
of Earth Day!
Many have cited this event as a great kick-off and inspiration for future
stewardship and community engagement in Chicago's parks!

We were inspired to hear the many ways that park advisory councils, park partner
organizations, community organizations, and folks from around the neighborhood came
together to create a positive impact in our parks. Aside from being a fun event, Earth
Day truly has an impact on the quality of and engagement of neighbors to green space
in Chicago - this impact would not be possible without you and we are truly thankful to
each and every one of you.
 
At Friends of the Parks we celebrate our parks year-round; Earth Day is just a kick-off to
the summer volunteer season and to a full year of park-related opportunities. We hope
that you think of Earth Day in a similar way, as a chance to reconnect with your park or
as the beginning of long-term stewardship and advocacy for your park. With that in
mind, we are pleased to invite you to our Rethinking the Role of Chicago's Parks: Parks
as Democracy? conference, which will take place on June 9th and 10th at Roosevelt
University. Please find the full details of the conference here:
https://fotp.org/conference-2017/
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This series is presented by Sacred Keepers

and co-hosted by the Alliance for the Great

Lakes and members of the Chicago

Sustainability Leadership Network.

This year, the WFCW Block Club Clean-Up
Green Up on April 15, 2017  was our most
successful to date with increased attendance of
100% over 2016, and more vendors than ever!
Our new more visible location (Carmen and
Clark) and the involvement of the
Andersonville Chamber of Commerce, The
Chicago Conservation Corp, and Kohl's Story Bus
gave greater exposure and an whole new level
of excitement. Neighborhood participation was
at an all time high, collecting over 200 pounds of
waste from every block in the neighborhood. 2017 was a major success with 2018 plans
already in the works!

Upcoming Events and Announcements

22 Sustainable Houses Lecture
and Networking
Thursday, May 18th, 12:00-2:00pm
Swedish American Museum
5211 N Clark St

The Swedish American Museum and the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce is
teaming up to host a lecture on Sustainability based highlighting the SAM's current
exhbit 22 Sustainable Houses from Bollnäs to Kiruna. Join us, May 18 from 12-2pm for a
free viewing of the exhibit and a lecture that will focus on a lecture given by guest
Linnea Bengtsson. She will present on how a local Rockford neighborhood project
expanded into an international partnership that has generated economic benefits on
both sides of the Atlantic. Linnea Bengtsson is an international business developer that
works out of both Rockford and Linköping, Sweden. 

Grab a "Brown Bag" lunch from Ranalli's Andersonville for $5, which includes a slice of
pizza and soda, to eat while enjoying the exhibit and networking with other guests. The
lecture will start at 12:30PM.  RSVP through Eventbrite!

It's Time to Connect the Drops: Water Talk
Thursday, May 18th, 6:30-8:30pm
Sacred Keepers Sustainability Lab
4445 S. Martin Luther King Dr., 2nd Flr.

 
Local & global water ecology and justice in
the face of climate change means many
things to many people. Whether your
community has faced repeat flooding
from rain events, you stood up for Flint or
Standing Rock - whether you empathize
with how water scarcity affects global
tribal communities or you're simply
someone who wants to understand all the
issues and your personal role with our
planet's water health, it's time that we
come together to connect the dots on
water! 

This meet up is an informal monthly meet up to collectively learn, grow and share
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knowledge around the topic that affects EVERYONE'S way of life...water! We will
explore all things water through film screenings, discussions, demonstrations and
workshops.

Gardening Day and Community
Technology Forum
Saturday, May 20th, 9:00am-4:00pm
Windsor Park Evangelical Lutheran Church
2619 E. 76th St.

There will be a garden work day with University of Chicago Hospital from 9:00am-
12:00pm, and the Community Technology Forum will take place 1:00-4:00pm.

Join South Shore neighbors for a meal & share your ideas about technology! What kind
of tech training do we need here? Let's discuss Internet access & public computing
resources.

The forum is in partnership with Windsor Park Lutheran Church, DePaul University,
Leave No Veteran Behind, Cambium Networks, Connect Chicago, and Smart Chicago
Collaborative.

RSVP & sign up for more information: bit.ly/chitechforum2

Join the conversation on Twitter #ConnectChicago

Out and About Uptown's Coast: Urban Ecology
Sunday, May 21st, 1:00-3:00pm
ICA GreenRise & Montrose Dune/Bird Sanctuary
4750 N. Sheridan Rd.

The Institute of Cultural Affairs and the Uptown Coastal
Initiative are organizing an environmental education series,
Out and About Uptown's Coast, starting on May 21st.

Urban Ecology is the topic of the first event of the nine-session series, focusing on
native ecology including wildlife habitat in Uptown's coastal zone. The Urban Ecology
session will start at 1:00pm at the ICA GreenRise for a classroom style experience with
local ecology experts, including Susan Ask of animalia project. The second component
of the session will be a guided nature walk through Montrose Point Bird Sanctuary and
Montrose Beach Dunes. The session is free, and participants can RSVP for the session at
tinyurl.com/UptownICZ.

The Out and About Uptown's Coast series hopes to connect residents, workers, and
visitors, and strengthen links between the well-being of the coastal ecosystem and the
health and well-being of those who live, work, and visit Uptown's coast. Read more
about the series here.

Kola 101: Weaving Social
Infrastructure Thru Timebanking
Tuesday, May 23rd, 6-8pm
Sacred Keepers Sustainability Lab
4445 S. Martin Luther King Dr., 2nd Flr.
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What is timebanking? What are the historical roots of time exchange? How can timebanking be
employed as a strategy to strengthen ties within communities? How is timebanking related to
other cooperative and collaborative economic practices?

In Kola 101, Michael Tekhen Strode will  offer some historical background on time exchange,
bartering and other early economic practices, relate these practices to the modern resugence of
timebanking, weave timebanking into the history of mutual aid organizations and provide
participants with the opportunity to "feel" how strong our safety net becomes when we connect its
individual strands. 

The Kola Nut Collaborative is holding Kola 101 presentations as we expand membership in
neighborhoods throughout Chicago.

Our goal is to develop and sustain a complementary community currency which decreases
financial pressure, reinforces the fabric of trust and creates new opportunities for engagement
between members within our communities.

If you are unable to attend or would l ike to contact the Kola Nut Collaborative about partnering to
develop a timebanking infrastructure within your organization, please email  us at
connect@kolanutcollab.org.

Healing Earth's Healers
Saturday, June 17th, 10:00am-4:30pm
Bahá'í House of Worship
100 Linden Ave, Wilmette, IL

This is a retreat for souls on the frontline of Earthjustice.

How can we serve the world with all our light - and not burn out?

This 1-day retreat is for anyone actively involved with promoting inclusion, healing,
and the sustainability of people and planet.

Together we will reflect and embrace our diverse experiences, self-care, and restore to
prevent burnout and increase our strength and energy.

This program is a collaboration between the Bahá'í House of Worship, Chicago Botanic
Garden, Faith in Place, Environmentalists of Color network, and Citizens' Climate
Education.

The earth is out of balance. Only by rebalancing ourselves can we establish justice,
health, and joy for All. Register to attend on eventbrite.

M O R E    E V E N T S

Add the CSLN Ca lendar

The Chicago Sustainabil ity Leaders Network is
facil iated by the ICA as a part of the accelerate77

project
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